Management of Merkel cell tumour.
The records of 13 patients suffering from Merkel cell tumour of the skin have been reviewed and the treatment analysed. Pending further experience of this uncommon tumour, a recommendation is made for wide excision of the primary site with elective postoperative radiation to both the primary site, the in-transit zone where practicable, and regional nodes. If malignant nodes occur, block dissection with postoperative radiotherapy is indicated. If widespread metastases develop, cyclophosphamide, doxorubicin, vincristine and prednisone chemotherapy may give a response. The prognosis is poor.